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Synopsis

A useful guide to everyday American English to help you understand meanings and avoid difficulty
in translation In this new edition of Common American Phrases in Everyday Contexts, noted
lexicographer Richard A. Spears shares with you 1,900 of the most common phrases and colloquial
expressions used in contemporary American English. Here you will discover the greetings,
good-byes, and everyday small talk that Americans use daily. All entries have been selected with
the special needs of you, the nonnative speaker of English, in mind! Inside you’ll find: Examples or
short dialogues with each entry that illustrate how the phrase is used in everyday speaking Usage
restrictions or warnings for those situations when a phrase may be inappropriate Shortened or
abbreviated expressions cross-referenced to their complete forms A Phrase-Finder Index to help

quick and easy reference
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Customer Reviews

Richard A. Spears, Ph.D. is a former professor of linguistics at Northwestern University, and a highly

respected lexicographer and author in the field of ESL reference.

| got this book for a colleague who struggles with common English phrases. Many of the phrases in
the book just direct to other phrases, and there is much repetitiveness. If you are looking for a book

to learn common phrases, | suggest you look elsewhere.



Got this for a British colleague as a gag gift, very cute

This review is ONLY for the KINDLE EDITION....This book has not been adequately programed for
electronic use. The keyword index has links to 98% of the entries, but that is all that is programed.
The internal cross-referencing is not programed and is functionally useless. There is no easy way to
find the entry you are looking up. If you want to browse, you must always start at the letter A and
page through as many as ALL 2200 entries until you find what you want. If you use the index, and
choose an entry that is not the one you want, in order to get back to the index, you must work
through the menu to find the index again, and then find the entry you want in the index and try that
one. If that doesn’t work, it's the same thing all over. You will get tired easily. This version will save
you NO time and effort, and yet it costs almost as much as the paperback.The paperback was
designed for easy browsing...for paging through both the index and the entries as with any
reference book. This kindle-ization has turned a simple, smoothly operating reference work into an
electronic nightmare.The content is excellent....when you can find it. Unfortunately, this electronic
disasterpiece will cause a number of negative reviews which will be mixed in with the good reviews

of the paperback.Buy the paperback. It doesn’t cost but about fifty cents more.

Very useful, particularly for private tutoring or communication class

a dictionary like teasers.

Excellent reference.

poorly indexed and poorly composed.

Fast shipping. The book is new as it is described. English as a second language learners will like
the book
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